
Dr. Wm. Sewanl Webb of Shelburne,
"Vermont, was born in llie Clty of New
York on the 31st ilay of January, 1S31.

Tho name of Webb traces strongly
through our country's hlstory to tho al

o Hichard Webb, four years after
the mooring ot tho Mayflowcr at Ply-

mouth Ilook. Klehard Webb settled at
Cambridge, Mass. ln 1G20, subsequently
movlng to Connecticut, where ho took an
actlve part ln tho admlnlstration ot col-onl-

affalrs. General Sanuiel Blachley
Webb, tho grandfather of tho subjoct of
thls sketch, was a distlngulshod revolu-Uonar- y

patrlot. Ilo vvas wlth Warren at
Bunker II111, gallantly leadlng hls regt-me-

of mlnute men, and was among the
flrat called upon to shed blood ln tho
cause of freodom and llberty. Later, ho

ralsed and equlpped at hls own expense,
the 3rd. Connecticut Itoglment and

ln tho battle nf Long Island,
commandlng the llght Infantry wlth the
Brevet rank of Major General. General
"Webb was on tho staff of General Israel
Putnam, also p on tho staff
of General Washington, and wrotc tho or-d-

for the promulgatlon of the Declara-tlo- n

of Independonce ln New York Clty.
He partlclpated ln tho battles of Long
Branch, Trenton, and White Plalns, was
twlce wounded and flnally captured by
tho Brltlsb, and held a prlsoner over two
years, an ofter of exchange from the Am-erlc-

Government belng refused, owlng
to thelr hlgh regard for hls valor, and
fear of hls staunch advocacy of tho Am-rlca- n

cause. In recognltlon of contlnued
valuable servlces, General Webb was

Master ot Ccremonles at tho
of Washington and had the

Tionor of escortlng the I'resldent eloct to
tho place of lnauguratlon, and then of
holdlng the Blblo whlle Washington
Iflssed lts sacred pages when he took tho
oath of ofllee as flrst I'resldent of tho Am-crlc-

Bepubllc. General James Watson
Webb, the father of Dr. W. Seward Webb,
entored the army as Lleutcnant at tho
ago of ."Mvcnteen, but thero belng no ur-se- nt

requlrement for servlces ho resigned,
and bocame edltor and proprietor of tho
Now York Mornlng Courler, and later
mergod tlils paper wlth the Now York cr

under the tltlo of Courler Inqulrer
at that tlmo the most powerful journal of
tho metropoll.s. General Webb was a man
of deep convlctlons, keen Intellcct, and
strong wlll, and attalned dlstlnctlon as a
dlploraat. Ile was nomlnated Mlnistcr to
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ustrla by l'resi .ont Taylor In 1SI9, and
later decllned tho mlsslon to Constantl-nopl- e.

Tn 1SG1 ho was appolnted Mlnlstor
to Brazll, renderlng Importnnt servlces to
tho Government durlng thls crltlcal per-lo- d.

Ilo was selected by Sccretary Se-

ward as a speclal envoy, to Impress upon
the ambitlous llonaparto the prlnclples of
tho Monroe Doctrlnc, and the avcrtance
of a war wlth France at that tlme ls
larguly crcdltcd to hls sklllful dlplomacy,
Through hls mother, Laura Vlrglnla, tho
daughter of Jacob L. Crnm, Dr. Webb's

participant lu tho French Indlan
wars, bearlng the rank Sergeant ln tho
war of Klng l'millp In 1C75. Dr. Webb
when In hls teens accompanled hls father
on hls mlsslon to Brazll. Upon hls roturn
ho spent llvo years at ChurchlH's .Milltary
Aeademy Sing subsequently
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tin years at Columbla, followlng thls
wlth a eourso of Mcdical studles abroad.
Heturnlng, ho took tho regular courso at
tho Collcgo for Physlclans nnd Surgeons
In New York, from whlch ho graduated
In 1S73. Ilo then entered St. Luko's Hos-plta- l,

for two years practlcc, after whlch
he o.stabllslied a good practlce of hls own.
He howevcr, soon abandoned thls for an
actlve buslness llfe. In 1SS1 ho marrled
Kllza Osgood, daughter of Wm. II. Van-dcrbl-

and soon after, belng attracted
by tho beautles Vermont, he became

elected I'resldent of tho Wagner I'alaco
Car Company hls energetlc and force-f- ul

management soon resultcd In mod-ernlz-

inethods equipments, a
conscqucnt extenslon tho servlco Into
new torrltory. a rolllng
threo hundred at outset, tho bus- -
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Iness tho Company was lncrensod to a
requlrement over nlne hundred cars ln
1S9D when It was merged ln the Pullmnn
Company: Dr. Webb becomlng a Dlrector
In tho lattcr company. As lndlcatlng Dr.
Wobb's relaitlon bearlng toward hls
employeos durlng ycnrs, no bettcr
fnct could bo clted than that ot tho prcs-entntl-

to hlin n very large and val-unli- lo

lovlng cup by tho four thousand
emiiloyees tho Company on hls rotlre-me-

from lts presldency. Thls aotlon of
tho nrmy workors at a tlme when Dr,
Webb had Inld down hls nuthorlty over
thcm, ls a hlgh trlbuto to hls clmracter
and ablllty, hls courtesy and klndly

In thoso undor hls authorlty. Tho
bulldlng of a Itallroad through tho

wlldcrness, nnd the dovelopment
of that rcglon, wlth lts new citles and ho-tel- s,

nnd tho hundreds of thousands oi
vlsltors annually to that sectlon, ls a
lastlng trlbuto the tlreless cncrgy and
detormlnatlon to succeed whlch Dr. Webb
evlnces in nll hls umlortaklngs. Whlk
Dr. Wobb luis been Intorested durlng
theso yonrs ln large buslness cnlerprlaca
wlthout the Stnte, ho has closely ldentl-lle- d

hlmself in the best Intcrests of nt

and is today engagcd in sojno lts
largest buslness entcrpiiscs. In 1S0G lu
was elected llcprescntntlve from the
Town of Shelburne, servlng on the Mlll-tar- y

and Uallroad Commlttces. Ilo was
in 1S9S, and scrvcd on tho samc

commlttces. He has dono much to forco
tho better recognltlon of tho Stato
throughout the Union, and was Instru-monl- al

ln providlng means for Ileprc-kentntlo- n

at Yorktown Centennlal, Wash-
ington Inaugural Centennlal at New York,
McKlnley lnauguratlon, and the Grand
Memorlal, tho lattor two representatlons
belng solely duo to hls efforts. Ilo was
also Instrumental in tho establlshment of
tho Milttary Post at Fort Ethan Allen,

Mrs. Webb and hlmself aro tho hap-p- y

possessors of a beautlful lovlng
prrsented thcm by tho mcmbers tho
Flrst Vermont ln recognltlon of the
thoughtful interest In thelr weltaro at
C'amp Thomas, Chlckamauga. Dr. Webb
is witlml a pattern of tho publlc splrlted
cltizrn, seeklng for the good of hls state,
hls country, tho welfnre of the peo-pl- e.

Tho homo lifo of Dr. Webb ls a
model of dome.stlclty. II Is hours of lcls-ur- e

aro spent wlth hls famlly at Shel-

burne Farms, or in llshlng and huntlng,
In whlch sports he delights. But whllo
he Mrs. Webb aro devoted to tholr
Shelburne home, where thoy entertaln
large numbers of thelr friends, they aro
not unmlndful tho dutles that are

upon thcm by thelr wealth. Thelr
bencfactions aro numberless and gener-ou- s,

but aro bestowcd modestly and wlth-
out ostentation.

A fond lover of horses, every day at
brlngs lts vlsits to tho Breedlng es-

tabllshment, when the horses are fondled
nnd admlred, the younger recelvlng the
major attentlon. Dr. Webb follows
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ancestry traces to John Knott, an actlve a resldent of thls stato. In 1SS3 ho was closely the dovelopment of each of these
and
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youngsters, knows thern by name, thelr
breedlng, rwognlzcs tho charactcrlstlcs
of thelr progenltors most predomlnant In
each, and it Is a remarkablo fact that
notwithstandlng hls manlfold other Intcr-
ests, ho can Instantly rccall and glvo

descrlptlon of each ot soveral
thousand horses ralsed past and present.
Ilo has glven much tlmo and expenso in
an cffort to improvo the horso intcrests
of Vermont nnd brlng about tho condl-tlon- s

of twenty-fiv- e years ago, when buy-cr- s

would polnt wlth prldo to tho fact
of a horso being "Vermont Brcd."

tho loss of thls prestlgo to bo
moro partlcularly -- uo to decreaso in slze,
Dr. Webb several years ago Imported
Stnlllons of good bono nnd muscle, nnd
then placod thom at tho dlsposal of tho
farmors ln rurlous sectlons of tho state.
And when theso wero not patronlzed

to warrant rcsulls almed for, ho
brcd thelr inares froo and agreed to buy
tho lirogeny, In order to provldo an ob-je- ct

lcssou of what tho progeny mlght bo.
lluch moro mlght he written on thls sub-jee- t,

but as tho purposes of thls sketeh
are slrnply to emphaslzo somo of tho
charaeterlstlcs of a man In publlc llfe, It
wnuld not bo proper 4o go boyond a brlef
outlino on thls subject. A dotalled des-

crlptlon of hls homo would also bo allen
to the purpose. Ilowover, tho publlsher
has becu favored wlth a number of vlews,
nhowlng somo of tho iinportnut lniprove-incnt- s

on tho thlrly-llv- o hundred acro
homo ot Dr. Webb, whlch are herewith

and Iho partlng Informntlon
glvou the wrlter by tho mauagoment was,
that "Dr. Webb says ho dous not beautlfy
thls )laco for oxcluslvo mutlves. Tho
gatca huvo been open from Monduy morn-
lng to Saturdny nlght slnco lts Inceptlon
and your roaders aro all wclcomo,"
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One of tho beauty spots of Wcatern

Vermont ls Uio 4000 acro estate ot Dr.

Wllllani Sew.ird ilib. Kaslly acccssl-b- lt

to all sectlons, lts locatlon ls an Ideai
one, extendlng from a polnt about slx
mllcs dlrectly south of Burlington, along
tho eastern shoro of the great Lake
Champlain. Made up of a number ot
small holdlngs acqulred by purchaso from
sevoral Vermont farmers It has been
transformcd into a prlvate park and,
besldes n sjiacious country resldonce,
contalns wlthln its bordors al tho natur-a- l

advnntages necessary to tho full
of outdoor llfe by tho famlly

and friends of a wealthy country n.

There Is a dlverslty of lake and
mountaln scenery seldom met wlth on
prlvate property. Lake Champlain
stretches for 100 mllcs In directlon
affordlng ampk fa llltlcs for jachting

and boatlng, whlle tho vlews and drlves
are numerous and the walks pretty and
glorlously shaded. The Adlrondacks,
Mount Mnrcy, Mclntyro and Seward,
Camel's Ilump and Mount Mansdeld can
all bo plalnly seen from Lone Tree II111,

tho highest polnt on the estate. Thls
most entranclng plcturo is not, howevcr,
viowed only by tho dlstlngulshed owTier
and hls chosen and intlmato friends, for
ncver for a day (Sunday exccpted)
slnco tho ostato camo under tho controi
of Dr. Webb havo tho great gatcs bccn
closed to tho publlc. Indced Dr. Webb
was onco heard to remark: "Do you sup-pos- e

I havo spent all thls tlmo nnd mon-e- y

on Shelburne Farms slmply to look
at thd beautlful plcturo mysolf. Det tho
publlc enjoy lt too." On allghtlng from
the traln at Shelburne Farms thero Is

tho vlsltor to tho farms tho llrst
Indlcatlon of tho owner's handlwork, for
tho depot bulldlng and tho cottages ln

SOV'VU ENTH VNl'E TO SIII'HjUL'HNE FAHMS.

the Immedlate vlclnlty wero erected under
lils personal directlon and, llko all elso
connectcd wlth the entcrprlse, are ln pcr-fe- ct

taste. Tho .drlve from tho depot
over the well kept roads sklrting tho
oastern boundary of tho estato is at all
tlmes dellghtful and the immenso farm
bulldlngs, when they come wlthln range,
glvo one the idea that there lies a thriv-in- g

village. It ls with theso bulldlngs
and thelr purposes rather than the gran-deu- r

of the surroundlngs that thls brlef
desciiptlvo articlo is Intendeu to deal.
Thero is a reason for tho establlshment
of Shelburne Farms, of whlch these
bulldlngs are a part. The desiro to ex-e- rt

an Inlluenco for the bentllt of tho
horso breedlng lndustry of the state and
l brlng back to Vermont the fanit that
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was formerly her's In thls respect, was
born wlthln Dr. Webb years ago and
"Shelburnio Farms" ls tanglble, llvlng
proof of lts fulflllment. Thero the own-

er's Ideas and theorlos as regards horse
breedlng havo been and are belng put to
practlcal test. It Is not tho purposo ot
tho wrlter to Introduce any controver-sla- l

mattcr Into a revlew of Shelburne
Farms. Dr. Webb's arguments and

aro well and fully explained in
a book published by hlm in 1S93 and
showing a knowledgo of hls subject that
havo comandcd the attentlon and respect,
lf not tho support of all students ot the
horse. Hls alm has been to induce farm-
ers to abandon attempts to brced raco
horses whlch mnny havo made slmply to
"flnd themselvcs wlth a lot of medlum
rate, undeveloped trotters on thelr hands,
neaiiy all a little blt off and unflt for
salo wlien a buycr comcs from Now
York or Boston, looking for somothlng
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about 15 hands one inch, or 15 hands 2
Inchos, good bone and substance, round-rlbbo- d

nnd shortbacked and a blt ot
actlon, and for whlch they are wlillng
to pay $300 or $100 cash. Dr. Webb's
hope, as oxprosscd In the foregolng, ls
that our farmers wlll try and breed a
utlllty horso and leave tho race-hors- e to
thoso who can better afford to take tho
rlsks and assumo tho vexatlons attend-ln- g

thcm. Hls deslre ls to brlng back
to tho stato of Vermont tho old type ot
draught horse, with this difterencc, that
with tho use of the hacknoy he wlll bo
a little flner. Tho resldcnco and the
farm bulldlngs at Shelburne are splendld
structurcs, as may well bo lmaglncd by
a g'anee at the accompanylng lllustra-tt.,n- s

md thiri- are others now In courss

of ereotlon. They lnclude the prlvata
stablo whcro are kept the harnesa and
saddlo horses requlred by tho famlly and
guests whllo at the Farms. Everythlns
thero is plaln, solid, practlcal and ng

a thorough appreciatlon of the
needs of man's best frlend. The boxes
nnd stulls nro nll rooiny nnd wi'll veutilat-e- d,

whlle tho harness room and soacn
house are plctures of neatness. Wlthln
a half mllo of the house ls tho sheep and
poultry farm where Is kopt a flne floch
of cholce nnd carefully selected South-dow-

and Ilampshlredowns that would
brlng prlzes for excellence at any county
fair. Tho dalry bulldlng and cattle
barns aro located on the east slda ot
tho estate and there Is found a large
herd of tho purest Jerseys of the famed
Uloter-Pog- ls blood. Tho farm barn ls
an immenso structuro built on three sldes
of a square, tho fourth slde conslstlne
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